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Lotus is probably a flower favored by Chinese people that carries the most nicknames. Fu Qu, Fu
Rong, Han Dan, Ou Hua, Shui Hua, Ze Zhi are all her lovely names.The praise of lotus has never stopped
in China. Lotus is a major subject in Chinese literature, from The Book of Poetry to "The Goddess of the
Luo Waters" by Cao Zhi, from "The Lotus" by Pan Yue to poems and lyrics in Tang and Song Dynasties.
The love for lotus comes from “The way it emerged untainted from the muck, raising cleanly above
ripples of water with an unaffected grace; its hollow, straight stems eschew climbing-vines or branches”.
Lotus is the noble soul among all flora.

Lotus is also a major subject in Chinese art history. Among famous ancient painters, Xu Wei, Chen
Chun, Chen Hongshou, Bada Shanren, Shi Tao, and Yun Shouping are all specified in painting lotus.
Regarding modern artists, there are Wu Changshuo, Qi Baishi, Pan Tianshou and Zhang Dagian. The
lotus they painted all obtains its own appearance and spirit. Mr. Hou Beiren also loves painting lotus.
His splash ink lotus is as magical as a dream. It is the lost memory of childhood, the nostalgia that never
melts. In early 2014, Mr. Hou donated his six panel lotus to his hometown Liaoning Provincial Museum.
The postscript reads: There was a lotus pond in front of my old house. In summer, when lotus blooms, the
fragrant wafted miles away. It’s been lost for seventy years and my dream is vaguely shown on the tip of
my brush. Hou Beiren occasionally remembers the old house in Haicheng, paints this to make comfort to
my nostalgia. Now I am ninety-eight years old. When will my nostalgia stop?”” Mr. Hou is 103 years old
now, whose lotus is also as hardwearing as it could be and can withstand the ups and downs of the world.

Ms. Susan Chan was born in Malaysia. She studies painting with Mr. Hou for ten years. Her
achievement on splash color landscape is notable. She loves plum blossom and grows sereral plum
blossom trees that were transplanted from Mr. Hou’s Old Apricot Hall in her backyard. Mr. Hou named
her studio “Cool Emerald Hall” referring the plum blossom. In recent years, Ms. Chan made greatest
effort on the innovation of splash ink and color painting. Inspired by Mr. Hou, she focused on splash
color plum blossom for over a year and developed her own style. She is indeed the first person of splash
color plum blossom. It is difficult to paint plum blossom at the first place, for it’s hard to capture the
posture and even harder to catch the spirit. Yet painting splash ink and color plum blossom, tangible
images need to be transformed to abstract in order to achieve the harmony of Xu and Shi. Perhaps it
is the reason why no painter has tried so far. Ms. Chan told me: “I was ill for a long time painting the
plum blossom. I paint it during the day and dreamt it at night.” Her splash ink and color plum blossom
boldly breaks through traditional barriers, using ink to present the branches and splash color to illustrate
the flowers. The flowers are like clouds and smoke winding on the branches. By looking at her plum
blossom, it seems that there is a cold scent and it is intoxicating. The characteristic of plum blossom is as
the characteristic of people. Ms. Chan’s plum blossom is nothing exclusive and remote, but vibrant and
flourishing.

Lotus and plum blossom, one blooms in summer, while the other in winter. They don’t overlap.
However, in Chinese culture, they are both elegant and noble. They should have been admiring each
other for a long time. Therefore, we put them together at this exhibition and name it "A Refined Pair".

Xinru Xu

Silicon Valley Asian Art Center
Oct., 2019
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