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Preface

It has been eight years since Professor Chang Mei-chu’s last solo exhibition was held in Silicon Valley. In terms of the quantity and quality of his works,
Professor Chang can hold a solo exhibition every year. But on one hand, he doesn’t ask for the number of solo exhibitions, but keeps improving, tracing the
ancient minds, exploring innovations, and hoping that each solo exhibition will bring a different look to the audience; and on the other hand, it takes a lot of
effort to prepare a solo exhibition, but he devotes almost all of his limited time and energy to cultivating the next generation of calligraphers when he is not
composing, and he enjoys it. With his solo efforts, he has reversed the atmosphere of calligraphy culture in Silicon Valley, and his courage and mind are
admirable.

Professor Chang Mei-chu started to study with the famous calligrapher and seal carving master Mr. Wang Beiyue in 1975. He learned calligraphy and seal
carving, starting with regular script and gradually progressing and mastered all four scripts. He then studied the meticulous structure and rules, and have
profound attainments. In addition, in accordance with the tenet of his mentor Wang Beiyue to "seek books outside the book", he has extensively studied the
history and theoretical works of calligraphy, dabbled in the famous calligraphy of the past dynasties, and made friends with the ancients. Professor Chang's
calligraphy attainments have three characteristics: first, it is elegant and upright, integrating seal script, official script and Wei steles, with ancient meaning
and modern rhyme; the second is the spirit of delicacy. In his lines and cursive works, the spirit of delicacy is like a mist coming out of the mountain, which
makes people feel refreshed. The third is innovation. He has a deep concern for modern art, and once exhibited with sculptor Jin Feng in a joint exhibition of
modern sculpture. In calligraphy creation, Professor Chang draws on the ancients but does not rely on the ancients, and brings out new ideas in the method.
He has the courage to try modern calligraphy and integrates calligraphy and abstract ink painting. There are six large-scale abstract calligraphy in this
exhibition, which are dripping with ink and full of heroism when viewed from a distance; while taking a close look, the layout of dots, lines and planes
seems to be improvised, in fact, it is like brewing fine wine, it takes years of precipitation to become mellow.

In the millennium, Professor Zhang gave a series of lectures on "The Spirit and Style of Chinese Calligraphy in the Past Dynasties" in the Bay Area, which
caused a sensation. After that, he flew to the Bay Area every winter and summer vacation to meet with local calligraphers. In 2007, at the kind invitation of
many local calligraphers, he resigned from the National Defense University in Taiwan ahead of schedule and moved to the Bay Area. He established the
“Antiquarian Club of Chinese Calligraphy" to promote and teach calligraphy in Silicon Valley. He has no reservations, teaching students in accordance with
their aptitude, treating them with "gentle pressure", supplementing with "caring torture", and giving "enthusiasm supervision" (Professor Chang's words),
leading local calligraphers to seek a spiritual home in a foreign country. Since the establishment of the club more than ten years ago, calligraphers have
learned from each other, improved their calligraphy skills, and wandered in the spiritually common "Peach Blossom Land".

Tang Dynasty poet Li He (791-817) has a poem: “Pen supplements what Nature doesn’t have.” Modern poet You Kwang-chung translated it as “Where
nature fails, art prevails”. Calligraphy is not something that exists in nature, but one can learn calligraphy everywhere, from eagles flying in the sky, to fish
swimming in shallow bottoms, from towering mountains, to flowing waters, all of which are references for learning calligraphy. Professor Chang has already
mastered this way, and I hope that all calligraphers could learn from him, and obtain it eventually.

Professor Chang Mei-chu was born in Jinhua, Zhejiang, and went to Taiwan at the age of two. He studied calligraphy when he was little. In his youth hood he
was guided by a famous teacher, made friends with many masters, immersed in the calligraphy style of the Republic of China. In the middle age, he came to
the United States. While spreading the righteousness of Chinese calligraphy, he thought deeply and sought changes. Therefore, we title this exhibition “A
Tradition Lives in Innovation". Thanks to Professor Chang, for his strong support, and we look forward to the appreciation of fellow calligraphers.

Xinru Xu
Deputy Curator, Silicon Valley Asian Art Center
June, 2023
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