Chanting 1n Ink: Recent Paintings of Liang Liqing
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Abstraction and Calligraphy
Dr. Junping Liu

Recently, | was delighted to appreciate the works of “Chanting in Ink: Liang Liging's Recent Works Exhibition", and was
deeply moved by the modern abstraction and the beauty of oriental calligraphy imagery embodied by the artist. The
innovation of this batch of works is mainly reflected in the integration of oriental calligraphy into the symbolic system of
abstract art. On this basis, abstract expressionism is used to create splashes of color, reflecting the solid representation
skills that surpass traditional Chinese images and connect with Western abstraction. This personalized language method
can be called "Liang's abstraction”. Liang's Abstraction is based on Clive Bell's "Significant Form" theoretical framework
and presents the unique characteristics of contemporary Chinese American art. It is a pioneering and innovative work
inherited from artists such as Chang Dai-chian, Zao Wou-ki, Chu Teh-Chun, and Xu Bing.

In Mr. Liang's works, the symbols of Chinese characters are used as a language feature. This kind of characters has broken
away from the ideographic features of calligraphy and often appears in his oil paintings, ink paintings and composite
materials as symbolic features. In his recent works, he distinguishes the calligraphy style, official script, seal script, running
script, and cursive script and organically integrates them into his creations, showing the organic combination of oriental
complex and modern culture. As the British critic Herbert Read saw it: “Abstract Expressionism, as an art movement, is
nothing more than an extension and painstaking cultivation of this kind of calligraphic expressionism. It has a close
connection with Eastern art, and that's the reason.” (Herbert Read, A Concise History of Modern Painting, 1959). The
organic combination of classical characters and contemporary art is a theoretical cornerstone of Liang Liging's artistic
exploration, especially noted by the action paintings of American artist Pollock. The difference of Liang Liging is that he
uses the basic stippling of characters as a symbolic structure into his artistic creation. We often see Chinese calligraphy in
his oil paintings, ink washes and composite materials, and even a part of the frame structure faintly appears in his pictures,
and other color blocks and lines are organically combined with these structures and are naturally integrated. This is a
special feature of his exploration. He uses this kind of text and organically integrates the symbols and images to create a
new artistic innovation style.

Liang Liging's works always adhere to the style path of combining historical and cultural accumulation with modern cutting-
edge. His works are contemporary works completed with the imagery language of Chinese calligraphy and painting,
abstract modeling, rendering methods and the composition of points, lines and surfaces. In terms of form, his works have
the charm of oriental ink and wash, but they have jumped out of the traditional barriers of oriental art and moved towards an
international artistic pattern, especially forming some strong sense of composition in the painting. Mr. Liang's exploration
has the characteristics of interculturality, and has a gradual process of organically combining Eastern and Western cultures.
The formation of this style is not only a kind of experience in his own life, but also a typical feature of his exploration of
painting art. This feature is a practitioner of the current "third image" theory.
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1. BM#ZH 24
Soul of Han Calligraphy No.7
70x38 inches
Ink Color on Rice Paper
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2. EMZH 2N\
Soul of Han Calligtaphy No.8
70x38 inches
Ink Color on Rice Paper

$4.,700
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& 70x38 inches
Ink Color on Rice Paper

$5,000




4 Bz 2 —
Soul of Han Calligraphy No.1
54x27 inches
Ink Color on Rice Paper

$3,200
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5 EHZHM 2=
Soul of Han Calligraphy No.2
54x27 inches

Ink Color on Rice Paper
$3,200
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6. BEZH 2=
Soul of Han Calligraphy No.3
54x27 inches
Ink Color on Rice Paper

$3,200




54x27 inches
Ink Color on Rice Paper
$3,200

7. EMzZH 2N
Soul of Han Calligraphy No.4
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8. Bz A
Soul of Han Calligraphy No.5
54x27 inches
Ink Color on Rice Paper

$3,400




9. B ZAN
Soul of Han Calligraphy No.6
54x27 inches
Ink Color on Rice Paper

$3,200




10. B#H4&E Z—
Attribution to Jin Nong No.1
54x27 inches
Ink Color on Rice Paper

$3,400
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Attribution to Jin Nong No.2

43x27 inches
Ink Color on Rice Paper
$3,400
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12. B ek 2=
Attribution to Jin Nong No.3
30x21 inches
Ink Color on Japanese Paper

$2,600




13 FHae R 2l
Attribution to Jin Nong No.4
27x27 Inches
Ink Color on Rice Paper

$2,600




0

S 3
HZ 2

L L
\mee
@ﬁthM o
HE g% =
£e3: d
ﬁn&b

S0

.m C
$2
AR = —_

R}

<




B Z—

% B

15.

—
©)
Z
w
()
£
=
&
(D]
=
©)
)
()
e
-
©)
s}
-4
O
=)
M

28x18 Inches
Ink Color on Rice Paper

200

$1




16. ZEHEE 2=
Back to the Golden Times No.2
31x21 inches
Ink Color on Rice Paper

$1,200
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29.5x19.5 inches
Ink Color on Paper

$1,200




18. ZEIEZE 2N
Back to the Golden Times No.4
27.5x18 Inches
Ink Colot on Paper

$1,200




19. B FEFR
Foggy Mountain

28x18.5 Inches
Ink Color on Paper

$1,600
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The Moments No.1
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24x18 Inches
Ink Colot on Paper

$1,200
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H A R 2
The Moments No.2
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19.7x14 Inches
Ink Color on Paper

,000

$1
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23, HmHAYK 2z
The Moments No.4
19.7x13.7 Inches
Ink Color on Paper

$900
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24x18 Inches
Ink Color on Paper

,200
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25 MEFZH Z—
Outside the Light Year No.1
13.7x10.7 inches
Mixed Media

$480




26. HFEZH 2
Outside the Light Year No.2
13.7x10.7 inches
Mixed Media

$480



27, XFEZS 2=
Outside the Light Year No.3
13.7x10.7 inches
Mixed Media

$480



28. tEHFZSzZW
Outside the Light Year No.4
13.7x10.7 inches
Mixed Media

$480



29. KFEZHZE
Outside the Light Year No.5
13.7x10.7 inches
Mixed Media

$480
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3. bBFZH 24
Outside the Light Year No.7
13.7x10.7 inches
Mixed Media

$480



32. HFEZH ZN\
Outside the Light Year No.8
13.7x10.7 inches
Mixed Media

$480




33, HEFZ 2
Outside the Light Year No.9
16.7x13.7 inches
Mixed Media

$480



4. EFH zZ—
Sapphitre No.1
6.5x10.7 inches

Mixed Media

$280
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35. WEHE zZ—
Sapphire No.2

6.5x10.7 inches
Mixed Media

$280



3. HEA 2=
Sapphire No.3
6.5x10.7 inches

Mixed Media

$280
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Sapphire No.4
6.5x10.7 inches
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Mixed Media

$280



38. SEENHK

Autumn Melody

16.7x13.7 inches
Mixed Media

$680



39. ZEAE zZ—
13.7 x 18.8 inches
Mixed Media

$680
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16.7x13.7 inches
Mixed Media
$580
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2 FERY 2=
Running Script of Tang No.2

16.7x13.7 inches
Mixed Media

$580
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43 FBERH 2=
Running Script of Tang No.3
16.7x13.7 inches
Mixed Media

$580
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$580

Mixed Media

16.7x13.7 inches
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Running Script of Tang No.5
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45 EEJ

Running Script of Tang No.6

16.7x13.7 inches

Mixed Media

$580
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16.7x13.7 inches

Mixed Media

$580




47.  FEEH Z/\
Running Script of Tang No.8
16.7x13.7 inches
Mixed Media

$580
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Floating World
38x70.2 inches
Ink on Rice Paper
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$4,800
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70.2x38 inches
Ink on Rice Paper

$4,800
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70.2x38 inches
Ink on Rice Paper

$4.600
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52 H#MR zZW
Dynasty No.4
27 x27 Inches
Ink Acrylic on Rice Paper

$1,800



