INCOMPARABLE FIREWORKS
SOLO PAINTING EXHIBITION OF WEN CHEN
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Incomparable Fireworks:
Solo Painting Exhibition of Wen Chen

Preface

The first time [ met Mr. Wen Chen was in the pear orchard of artist Ning Hou. It was March, the pear
blossoms were as white as the snow, and the spring gathering made the orchard a busy place. Mr. Chen
came from the crowd, in white jeans, dark casual suit, oil splashed on his clothing, yuppie and
uninhibited, he was very conspicuous. Then I learned that he had just driven across the American
continent, all the way to the West Coast from Florida.

Mr. Chen was born in Fuzhou, Fujian Province of China in 1974, and relocated to the United States
with his family at the age of 17. He made a breakthrough in the restaurant industry. After 2014, he
decided to make a turn and became a nomadic artist. He was not academically trained in painting, nor
did he have a teacher. He likes to joke about himself: “The Wen (literacy) in my name is from mei you
wen hua (illiterate).” What motivated him to pick up the paintbrush was the need for emotional release
and expression under the weight of life. He has also tried figurative painting, but he always felt that
there was something missing. It was not until he found the way of abstract painting that he really
reached the state of hearty and incisiveness. “It's like taking a waterfall bath,” said Mr. Chen.

Approaching his paintings, the viewer is easily touched by the original tension of life. His brushstrokes,
his colors, his compositions, and his emotions are all sincere, without pretentiousness, without disguise,
and laid out on the canvas without reservation, just like his cooking, selection of materials, ingredients,
cutting skills, are all presented in a small plate at the same time. The keynote of his art is romance,
freedom, youth, rebirth, with rough wildness, and profoundly expressing strong vitality.

He often walked out of the studio and drove around in his car. What is he exploring on the road? What
to pursue? Audiences can savor his series of paintings of “Variegated”, “Boundless”, “Mysterious™ and
“Turmoil”. He often hummed Leslie Cheung's song on the road: “I am what I am; I am fireworks of a
different color. The sky is wide open, the ocean is so broad, and I’ll be the strongest bubble.” He very
much enjoys going on the road before his life is fixed, leaving traces of the sparkles of life on the
canvas. His artistic creation is like a road movie, with no preset destination, and even the route is picked
at his will. It is a pilgrimage, and the answer may be at the end of the road.

Mr. Chen said that he has driven back and forth between Florida and California three times this year,
and will soon usher the fourth time for this Silicon Valley exhibition. Sometimes he drives for nearly 30
hours straight. He said that he is neither tired nor lonely, because he can settle down in the moment, and
everything can be restrained, except eager of painting is coming. Just like a poem Lu You (1125-1210)
wrote to another poet: “I know the beauty of your poems, they are all in the landscape and on the road.”

American artist and poet Jack Kerouac (1922-1969) has famous quote in the book The Dharma
Wanderer: “O ever youthful, O ever weeping”, which is regarded as guidelines by rock youth. Mr.
Chen’s paintings make us believe that even if we are no longer young, we can still keep our eyes teary.

Xinru Xu
Silicon Valley Asian Art Center
April 2022
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4 Red Dream
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BMAZE
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8 Memory of the Past
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9 Vanishing World
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12 Light of Heart
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13 Lure of Light
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15 Dream of Colors
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17 Scream
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19 Four-Way Circumstances
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