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Preface

In the past year of 2020, we were all forced to be recluse. However, life doesn’t change much for Ning Hou, a real recluse. He still
embraces flourishing flowers in the spring, cool waters in the summer, abundant fruits in the fall, and open fields in the winter. As
long as his easel still stands on earth, and his paintbrush still walks on the canvas, he is free and willful. In the past year, there were
so many separations between loved ones in life or death, while Ning Hou’s town, Locke, remains the Shangri-La of the soul. It seems
to be isolated from the world, yet it is in communication with us, by all means. In his sculptural brushstrokes, we can see his sorrows
and joys, hear the breath of flowers and fruits, and touch the warmth of the earth.

We’ve held four solo exhibitions for Ning Hou in the Silicon Valley, themed Maverick, Locke, When East Meets West and Spring
Returns. 2020 is harsh, but Ning Hou stands fast in the small town of Locke, CA, walking alone as a maverick, using Western media
to express his Eastern philosophy, and completed 50 paintings. We carefully selected 31 pieces, including spring flowers, autumn
fruits, open fields and the splendid Grand Canyon, alternating light and dark, cold and warm, which we think well represent his
creative process over the past year. By looking at these 31 works, no matter how emotions fluctuate and how colors change, we are
moved, moved by Ning Hou's love, pure love for art, and sincere love for the earth, sunshine, and air. Ning Hou’s paintings are never
a sketch of living, but an ode to life. In a gray era, we especially need Ning Hou, his eyes and hands to help us heal, and his
enthusiasm and persistence to help us regain the confidence and courage to move forward.

From the Athens plague of 430-427 BC to the pandemic of 1918-1920, there have been eight major plagues in the Western world.
The global pandemic in 2020 makes us deeply feel the fear of death in the past again. Sensitive artists should leave extraordinary
works to alert the present and future generations, as Albert Camus puts: “...there are more things to admire in men than to despise. It
could be only the record of what had had to be done, and what assuredly would have to be done again in the never ending fight
against terror and its relentless onslaughts, despite their personal afflictions, by all who, while unable to be saints but refusing to bow
down to pestilences, strive their utmost to be healers.”

As the saying goes, "There is nothing new under the sun." The California sun rises as usual every day, but the time in Ning Hou's
paintings is refreshing day by day. Let us put aside our worries and embrace these good times with open arms!

Xinru Xu
Silicon Valley Asian Art Center
Spring, 2021



1 Red Peach Blossom

e
21X30 inch

US$12,000



2 Spring Mountains

&Ll
9X11 inch

US$1,600



3 Sunset in the Orchard
RE 8
30X39 inch

US$19,000




4 Pink Peach Blossom
APk
9X11 inch

9 US$1,600



5 lris
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38X54 inch

US$28,800




6 Iris In A Glass

HRPERE
46.5X19.5 inch

US$15,000




7 Tulips
ETH
31X46 inch

US$22,800




8 Spring Flowers
5t
52X41 inch

US$29,800




9 Abstract

60X52 inch

US$37,000
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10 Wild Flowers
#Fie
60X119 inch

US$71,500




11 Fruits

KR
15X24 inch

US$7,200




12 Vegetable
i

16X18 inch

US$5,800
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13 A Flock of Cows

2 ic:
39X82 inch

US$38,300
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14 Bittermelons and Pears
SIS
37X52 inch

US$28,800
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US$28,600

15 Peaches
=k
36X53 inch




16 Lotus

e
29X38 inch

US$18,000
21



17 Orchard in Fall

MERE
40X62 inch

US$35,000




18 Autumn Sky
M= HEE
10X8 inch

US$1,350
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19 Sunset in the Sunflower Field
=% g
37X78 inch

US$37,500
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20 Golden Autumn in the Orchard

REEM
53X100 inch

US$53,000




21 Speeding

7 Bt
6X12 inch

US$1,200




22 Autumn Woods
FAHE
10X8 inch

US$1,350
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23 Autumn Field
FH
21X48 inch

US$17,000
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35X30 inch
US$18,000

£
S
o
._.mu.E
Sﬁ
<
AN




25 Foliage in the Orchard

RE#ME
8X10 inch

US$1,350
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26 Sunset in Orchard

RERIE
39X29 inch

US$19,200




27 lIris

ER®
30X39 inch

US$19,000




28 Autumn Pond
FAith
40X21 inch

US$15,000
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29 Irisonthe R

FEER

64X79 inch

US$50,500
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30 Sunset Clouds

HE
30X40 inch

US$20,500




31 The Grand Canyon

ANGEE)
48X192 inch
NFS
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