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Preface

Fred Martin was an outstanding painting professor and scholar who worked at the San Francisco Art Institute for over 50 years, during
which he served as the President of the San Francisco Art Institute for over 20 years. He was a renowned painter, art critic, and art
educator in the United States, and was also one of the important figures in American modernist abstract painting.

Early in his career, he studied painting with renowned artists such as David Park, Mark Rothko, and Clifford Still at the San Francisco
Art Institute. His works seem to embody the philosophy of color in geometric abstraction and the rhythmic form of musical notes, as
well as the romantic abstraction that expresses naivety and fun. The inner spirit of the works matetializes into shapes and lines with the
use of lines and colots to convey the harmony of forms and their relationships, which is enough to touch and shock the viewer. In a
strict sense, this is not just the result of superb painting skills, Martin's painting is based on the principle of being able to touch the
human soul, mainly by returning to the "original" innocence and finding the true expression through his works. Viewers can also see the
"traces" of the cross-influence of these eatly works by his mentors, but that is just a "trace." His works have a unique imagination that is
both "familiat" and "new." The free-form lines, shapes, and colors are harmonious in the multi-dimensional space of the picture,
making the energy they release extraordinary. His compositions are full of passionate biological energy, with unique and individual
watercolor blending, and you can still find more colorful new aesthetics features in these decades-old "original" works.

Professor Martin's works have been exhibited at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art since 1949, and over the past 60 yeats, his
works have been displayed at major museums across the United States, including the famous Whitney Museum in New Yotk. During
this time, he has won many prestigious awards, such as the 183rd Annual National Academy Prize in New York, the gold award at the
annual oil painting and sculpture exhibition of the Oakland Art Museum, and so on. In fact, Martin's fame comes not only from his
works, but also from his art criticism, writing on art history, and speeches. He is widely recognized as a well-known art critic, and has
published many art works to date, including: "2008, 2009, and 2010 Painting and Working Records," "Classical Soil," "Holy Land," and
more. He has also written a large number of art reviews and essays for many American art magazines and special issues.

Professor Fred Martin is also an old friend of China. During his tenute as president of the San Francisco Art Institute, he made
outstanding contributions not only to the exchange of Chinese and American art and culture, but also to the training of art talent in
China and to the research and development of contemporary art in China. He started leading the team of teachers and students from
the San Francisco Art Institute to the China Academy of Art and other art colleges in China for academic exchange as early as 1986. To
this day, nearly 30 years have passed. Many famous Chinese artists have gone to the only pure art institute in the United States for
further studies in the 80s and 90s. The San Francisco Art Institute thus became the eatliest art institute for exchange between China and
the United States.

The exhibition features works by Martin, who had a strong interest in Confucian culture of China from a young age and showed
elements of Chinese culture in his works. The works showcase Martin's artistic development and style in different periods and serve as a
tribute to his artistic contributions and legacy. Martin's art has left a valuable spiritual wealth for the world.

Ming Ren
Former Assistant of President, San Francisco Art Institute

Director of International MFA Program, China Academy of Art
Feb. 5, 2023
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FRED MARTIN (1927-2022)

Fred Martin is a painter and a writer whose first one person show was at the Contemporary Gallery
in Sausalito (1949); whose most recent exhibitions were one person shows at the Art Foundry
Gallery, Sacramento (2013); the Ever Gold Gallery, San Francisco (2014); and group shows at the
SZ Art Center, Beijing and the Luxun Academy of Fine Arts, Shenyang, China (2014). His most
recent award The Alfred Easton Poor Award, National Academy, NYC (2008).

Selected Exhibitions:

Fred Martin, Art Foundry Gallery, Sacramento CA, 2011 and 2009
Fred Martin, Gallery DeNovo, Sun Valley, Idaho, 2007
The Art of Fred Martin, A Retrospective, 1948-2003, Oakland Museum of California, 2003

Selected Publications:

Lessons from the Masters, Green Gates Press, 2009
"Thoughts About Old Age Style,” paper for symposium “Styles of Aging and Dying: Artistic
Production in Late-Life,” at American Psychological Association, 2007
A Travel Book, Arion Press, 1976
Education:

BA, University of California, Berkeley, 1949

MA, University of California, Berkeley, 1954
Study with David Park, Mark Rothko, Clyfford Still at California School of Fine Arts (now SFAI)



No.1
Fred Martin
30"x45"
$2,300
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No.2
Fred Martin
32"x40"
$1,200




No.3
Fred Martin
22”x30"
$1,350
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No.4
Fred Martin
19"x26"
$1,200



TLATE ONEY 7k hujrc Gurnna,

R i No.5
Fred Martin
22"x30"
$2,850




No.6
Fred Martin
15"x22"
$1,300
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No.8
Fred Martin
10”x14"
$1,400




No.9
Fred Martin
30”x44"
$5,000



No.10
Fred Martin
26" x40"
$2,600




No.11
Fred Martin
15"x22"
$1,800




No.12
Fred Martin
18"x23"
$1,800
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$2,000




No.14
Fred Martin
18"x18"
$600
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18"x23"
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No.16
Fred Martin
22”x30"
$2,500
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No.18
Fred Martin
22"x30"
$2,200




No.19
Fred Martin
22"x30"
$2,300




No.20
Fred Martin
21"x26"
$1,600
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22”x30"
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No.23 & 24
Fred Martin
15”x22” & 11”x16"
NFS




No.25
Fred Martin
19”x26"
$1,500




al
44 By
Naw mach

No.26
Fred Martin
19”x26"
$1,800
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No.27
Fred Martin
19"x19"
$1,100
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No.28
Fred Martin
19"x26"
$1,600



19"x26"
$1,800
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No.30
Fred Martin

$250



No.31
Fred Martin
30”x44"
$5,000




No.32
Fred Martin
44"x30"
$7,500




No.33
Collage based on Canaletto etching
Fred Martin
24"x37"
$7,500
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No.34
Canaletto Etching
Fred Martin
12”x17"
$11,000
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Fred Martin

127 x17"
$11,000




No.36
Fred Martin
6”x12"
$800
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No.39
Sketch Pad, 2019
Fred Martin
9”x12”
$300/set
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No.41

Drawings on paper 1958
Fred Martin
9x12 inch
$600/set




No.42
A Travel Book, published in 1976
Fred Martin
$500




