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FOREWORD

Over the past century, the names of Chinese painting studio are like stars, among which, the brightest one should be Da Feng
Tang, co-founded by Zhang Daqgian(Chang Dai-Chien). and his old brother Zhang Shanzi.

Zhang Daqian left China in 1949, and resided in South American for more than ten years. Since 1967, he visited California
frequently and relocated to Carmel and 17 Miles in 1969. He moved to Taipei in 1976. These years were an important period
of artistic creation of Zhang Daqian. His old friend Prof. Sullivan pointed out: “Many of the most important Chinese painters
of the second half of 20th century lived in America.” Zhang Dagian has the fundamental contribution. Zhang Daqgian had many
exhibitions in California when he's alive. His son Paul wrote about this in his preface. After Zhang Dagian passed away, his
exhibitions continued. In 1999, the Gallery of San Francisco State University held Zhang Daqian in California, in memory
of the 100th birthday of Zhang Daqgian and the 100 years anniversary of San Francisco. The Silicon Valley Asian Art Center
(SVAAC) held a solo exhibit of Zhang Daqian. In 2014, SVAAC held a special exhibition of Zhang Daqgian and his disciples at
its ten years anniversary.

SVAAC is honored to hold an exhibit from Feb. 18 to Mar. 8, 2017 for the three generations of Da Feng Tang, with the trust
and support of Zhang Daqian's daughter Zhang Xinrui, son Paul H. I. Chang and grandchildren. All exhibits come from the
family collection, including Zhang Daqian's paintings that have been exhibited at Beijing Capital Museum in 201 1. This exhibit
borrows Zhang Daqian's friend Lang Jingshan's inscription The Wall of Daqian's Art. The “wall” means “teacher's homegate”.
Is it “stroking”? Is it “following”? Is it “establishing”? Audience shall have their own interpretation. However, its original
intention points at the continuous heritage of culture. By looking at this exhibit and reading this catalogue, audience shall know
the depth and virtuousness of Da Feng Tang.

This exhibit is co-curated by Zhang Daqgian's grandson Xiao Ziming and me. The brief biography of the disciples of Da Feng
Tang was written by Xiao Ziming.

This exhibit and the publishing of the catalogue received generous support from Council Auction House of Beijing. Please
take my gratitude.

Shu Jianhua

Curator, Silicon Valley Asian Art Center
Januray 2017

Translated by Xinru Xu
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A Brief Record of Da Feng Tang

Da Feng Tang is the name of the studio established by my uncle and father. It is unknown that when this name has been
given, however, according to art historian Prof. Fu Shen, Da Feng Tang is officially used since 1926 (Fu Shen, The World of
Zhang Daqian, p378). The seals of Da Feng Tang used by my father were mostly carved by his friends Fang Jiekan, Chen
Julai, Zhang Yuechen, Zeng Shaojie and other carving masters. When my father relocated to Taiwan in 1976, he left several
seals, including the seal of Da Feng Tang to me. After he passed away, my family donated more than one hundred seals to The
Palace Museum of Taipei. I've kept few at my residence Ke Yi Ju. My father has used a lot of seals in his life, but he never gave
those to others. This is a rule of Da Feng Tang, which has been obeyed by all disciples.

The first disciple of Da Deng Tang should be Wu Zijing. He became a disciple in 1925. Few early disciples, such as Mu
Lingfei, Hu Shuang'an, and my cousin Bide, were learning from my uncle and were all good at painting tigers. In Oct. 1940,
my uncle died. My father lost his old brother and started to teach disciple s all by himself. Fortunately, Da Feng Tang gains
increasing fame and attracts more and more disciples.

There 1s a certain procedure of accepting disciples of Da Feng Tang. First, the person should be referred by my uncle or
father's friends, 1n order to give the teachers a general 1dea of this person. If the teachers agreed to accept, a formal ceremony
will be held. My father pays special attention to etiquette and custom. On the day of the ceremony, the disciple should submit a
student's card and some symbolic gift, kowtow to the teachers and hold a banquet to thank teachers and the introducer. It shows
the respect for the teachers on one hand, and on the other hand, it is also etiquette and custom. My father values the respect to
teacher, and 1s also very kind to disciples. He doesn't collect any tuition from disciples, instead, he offers help to low-income
disciples and even give away his paintings to help make their ends meet. In Tathe Chang, Zhaojue Temple, Jinniuba of Sichuan
Province and Ba De Yuan in Brazil, my father arranged accommodations and offered financial support for disciples. My father
always tells children to respect senior disciples. “Outsiders first then family, disciples first then children”, which 1s the principle
that my father persists all his life.

In the study of painting, my father never asked disciples to blindly follow the teacher, but to encourage students to play to
their strengths and create personal style. My father gives advice and guidance according to each student's natural savvy and
painting basis, some of which started with copying ancient paintings, some started with sketch, some followed the Northern
School, some exclusively studied claborate-style flowers and birds. My father was not fond of teaching a class, he makes
students watch when he paints, letting them understand the arrangement and coloring. As long as there's a question, he always
answers with patient. My father 1s experienced and knowledgeable, whose speech 1s interesting and appealing. He teaches
Chinese art history by talking to disciples, making comments on master pieces of different periods of times, so that the disciples
learn more about the traditional Chinese painting and calligraphy related knowledge. I have the honor to follow my father for
decades, what I have seen and heard are quite beneficial.

My father was generous to disciples. When his paintings were finished, he encourages disciples to copy. Disciples also have
free access to his ink and pigments. My father was very willing to help and support disciples. Once disciples were to have an
exhibition, my father always gave support to help, by titling the exhibition and writing a preface with his best praise.

In 1948, my father asked Chao Zhangfu, Xiao Pu (Jianchu) and Chen Congzhou to edit a alumni book of Da Feng Tang.
This alumni book listed 86 disciples, including my cousin Xinde, my older brother Xinzhi, cousin Jiade, older sister Xinru and
I. Since 1949, when my father resided overseas, he admitted 27 disciples. Gong Qiang (Junjian) is the last officially admitted
disciples of Da Feng Tang. It's been 33 years since my father passed away. Many disciples of Da Feng Tang were also gone.
Fortunately, they had students themselves and the spirit of Da Feng Tang was passed along.

In early summer this year, my nephew Xiao Ziming and Curator Shu Jianhua of Silicon Valley Asian Art Center planed to
hold an exhibition of the three generations of Da Feng Tang. Due to time and space constraints, the exhibition did not borrow
foreign art works, all exhibits are from the family's paintings and collections. The reason that we chose to have it in the San
Francisco Bay Area is, my father liked California a lot, he had an exhibition at Stanford University in 1967 and relocated from
Brazil to California in 1969 and resided in Monterey Peninsula for seven years. During these years, my father has created many
works, and held many exhibitions. The well-known splash color gold lotus panels were painted at Huan Bi An in Monterey. In
1972, his important exhibit A Retrospective of Forty Years was held at De Young Museum in San Francisco. Nowadays, dozens
of his children and descendants still live in California, as if California is the second hometown. There are descendants of the
Zhang family who love Chinese art. We hold this exhibition to express our hope, that the spirit of Da Feng Tang would adhere
and pass down.

Paul H. I. Chang

at Ke Y1 Ju

12.16.2016

Translated by Xinru Xu
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