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Teacher Sun Sheng-Chia's Chinese Painting Exhibit

(HERE — BREFER)

Grace and Love
March 6,2010

Kuang-Chi Chen  (BfIE75)

Teacher Sun’ s Chinese Painting Exhibit took place in Silicon Valley Asian Center in Cupertino on March
6, 2010. In this article, I would like to provide information beyond the exhibit itself so that we could all
become familiar with Teacher Sun as a person. I have known Teacher Sun and her family for more than 40
years. Teacher Sun and my mother, Yvonne Wang, were colleagues at Taipei First Girls High School (Beinu).
Since they both were originally from San Dong Province in Mainland China, Teacher Sun and my mother soon
became best, life-long friends.

Teacher Suns’ 2010 Painting Exhibit - Grace and Love. Beinu Alumni Association co-sponsored this
Exhibit. On the opening day, as soon as they walked into the exhibit hall, the audience was welcomed by
two precious original calligraphy art pieces, one was done by a master artist —Huang Jun-bi (%% %), who
illustrated “Sun Sheng-Chia’ s Painting Exhibit;”  the other piece done by Headmaster Chiang Xue-chu(ir £
#%). In her calligraphy art, Ms.Chiang referred Teacher Sun as “a treasure in a forest of artists.” Fresh flower
arrangements filled up the exhibit hall. Center pieces were sent by Beinu Alumni Association, Fu-Jen Catholic
University Alumni Association, MIT Chinese Alumni Association, Dr. % ##zk, President of Fu-Jen University in
Taiwan, and Beinu’ s Teacher Margaret C. Young (5% & %t).

Approximately 200 people showed up on the opening day. As expected, the turnout of Beinu’ s alumni
was substantial. When seeing so many “green alumni” surrounding Teacher Sun, Mr. Sue, the Art Center
executive, made an insightful comment: “It is great to see so many outstanding students together with an
outstanding teacher. Meanwhile, what a rare transformation this is for a high school English teacher in Taiwan
switching her career to become an internationally accomplished Chinese artist.”

Throughout the opening, beaming with joy, the 90-year old Teacher Sun wore a traditional Chinese dress in
red. Although sitting in a wheel chair, Teacher Sun looked extremely graceful. From time to time, she would
enjoy her own paintings with satisfaction and a sense of accomplishment. During the ten-day exhibition, the
audience included Teacher Sun’ s students across a 40-year span, and the Mayor of Cupertino, Kris Wang(# & 7).

The 40 paintings exhibited were done by Teacher Sun across a 50-year life span. She took lessons from two
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master Chinese artists: Pu Xinyu (j#.,4) and Huang Jun-bi (% Z#). As a result, her paintings illustrate a
broad scope of techniques and scenes, regardless of if they were done in Meticulous - Gong-bi (T %), Freehand
- Shui-mo (k&) or "xie yi" (Z#&). At this exhibit, paintings included landscapes, flowers and birds, fish
and insects, and Chinese calligraphy. The most interesting piece was a copy of Teacher Sun and Mr. Lee’ s
marriage license dated more than 60 years ago. Information shown on this marriage license suggests that Sun
and Lee were quite open-minded and out-of-the-box youngsters back then - their wedding ceremony took
place in a coffee shop!?

Teacher Sun is good at painting large-scale landscapes illustrating towering mountains, cascading waterfalls,
and flowing clouds. Her clouds are 3-dimensional with varied densities and multiple layers. The landscape
paintings illustrate rolling hills and rivers of the countryside in peaceful scenes done with softer, rubbed
brushwork. Immeasurable distances were conveyed through the use of blurred outlines, while mountain
contours disappeared into the mist. Other paintings are story-tellers. Among many, two outstanding story-
tellers were painted by Teacher Sun to celebrate her 50th and 60th wedding anniversaries. The 50th anniversary
piece displays two giant pine trees, underneath stood a pair of white cranes necking with each other. The 60th
anniversary painting shows a pair of Mandarin Ducks that are obviously passionate toward each other. It is
noteworthy that the Mandarin Ducks painting almost did not survive. The story behind it was that soon after
their 60th wedding anniversary, Teacher Sun lost her husband. To release her extreme sorrow and frustration,
Teacher Sun ripped this special painting into pieces. Fortunately, Nancy, Sun’ s daughter, reacted quickly by
picking up all pieces and mounted the painting back together.

Almost always, Teacher Sun joined the arts of painting, poetry, and calligraphy by inscribing poems
on her paintings. These three arts worked together to express her feelings more completely than one
art could do alone. For example, there is a painting showing a branch of mum flowers sitting in a
vase accompanied by a poem: “EE A, THFAHET. The few simple but mature brushstrokes of
the mums along with the poem reminded me of a famous poet named Tao Yuanming (fgi4E{) and his
signature poem: “ RFFET, ERAEL" -

This exhibit turned out to be a very significant gathering for Teacher Sun and for the audience as well.

The Birth of the Exhibit. = “Love” gave birth to this Exhibit! While the paintings present an extensive, life-
long journey of Teacher Sun, the story behind it is bittersweet. It is a combination of loss, love, courage,
and hope. A few months before the exhibit, Teacher Sun lost her beloved husband of more than 60
years. Needless to say, her sorrow was beyond description. To assist Teacher Sun in dealing with her loss
and rebuilding her life, Nancy and D.C., Sun’ s daughter and son-in-law, initiated this Exhibit. A lot of
consideration went into detailed aspects, including what would be an appropriate and meaningful title for this
exhibit in both English and Chinese, which paintings should be included, and how to design the program for
the opening day so that both Chinese and non-Chinese speakers could enjoy the exhibit. Observing how Nancy
and D.C. coordinate, communicate, and compensate with each other in order to get things done, I could think
of nothing else, but respect the deep love and trust between these two. I witnessed and experienced so much

“

love before, during, and after this exhibit. No wonder this exhibit was entitled: = “Grace and Love Love is

indeed endless.
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Pu Xinyu; Calligraphy
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Pu Xinyu: Plum Blossom Painting
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Huang Junbi; Calligraphy
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Sun Sheng—Chia: High Pine and Grand View Sun Sheng—Chia: Fishing
1961 1989
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Nancy Hsieh: Landscape Sam Wang: Fall Season Landscape

~12 ~



WEEN. T T

FL P e

o

EIREE ik )

Li Donghua: A Hermit’ s View
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Hai-Hoa Van: Waterfall
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