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Preface

n the autumn of 2021, contacted by Professor Zhang Weimin of the School of Cinema of San Francisco State University, Silicon
Valley Asia Art Center successfully held Ms. Diana Wong's solo exhibition "My Years at Ba De Yuan". A total of more than 60 pieces
(sets) of Diana’s paintings done in her teenage years and works from Diana’s collection by famous artists, such as Chang Dai-chien,
Zhao Shaoang, and Peng Ximing, etc., are exhibited, showing in detail a precious record of Chinese culture and context passed on
overseas in the turbulent years of the 1960s. During the exhibition, many visitors and experts were very interested in the artistic
achievements of Diana’s family, so we invited Diana to sort out the art works of her father Wang Zhibo, mother Weng Mulan, parents
and friends and teachers, along with some of Diana's unexhibited paintings will be exhibited in 2022 summer’s exhibition “The
Artistic Refinement of the Wang Family”. That exhibition caused a sensation in the arts and literature circles in the Bay Area, and also
affected Hong Kong, Taiwan and the Mainland China. Especially, Taiwanese friends who were familiar with the plane crash in 1964,
were deeply moved by seeing the calligraphy of the talented Wang Zhibo for the first time. In July 2023, thanks to Diana’s careful
sort-out of some art works of her parents, teachers and friends, as well as her own, Silicon Valley Asia Art Center holds a renewal
exhibition of "Wangmen Fengya", displaying more than 70 sets of art works. All the works in the two exhibitions are now compiled
and published under the title "The Artistic Refinement of the Wang Family”.

Wang Zhibo (1925-1964) was born in Shanghai, the only son of Wang Lugang and Weng Huizhen. He learned calligraphy and seal
carving from Deng Sanmu when he was young. He graduated from St. John's University in 1944, majoring in literature, and entered
Soochow University as a student of law. In 1947, he co-exhibited painting and calligraphy with Lingxu for the first time, and made his
mark in Shanghai. In 1950, he moved to Hong Kong and became a film well-known personal in Hong Kong, Taiwan and Southeast
Asia. He was good at writing, producing and acting, made more than 30 films, among which were films such as "The Legend of
Heroes and Heroes" and "Lotus Lantern”. He was also in charge of the famous film company Cathay Organisation (Hong Kong).
Unfortunately, in June 1964, he died in a plane crash while visiting Taiwan with Southeast Asian business tycoon Lu Yuntao. Wang
Zhibo has a solid foundation in calligraphy and is proficient in seal script, official script, running script and regular script. The headline
of Ming Pao founded by Jin Yong is Wang Zhibo's handwriting. He was also determined to innovate, launching a pen calligraphy
copybook with the touch of a brush. Weng Mulan (1928-1998), formerly known as Weng Meiying, was born in Shanghai. She was
daughter of Weng Guisheng, an executive of Shanghai Customs Taxation Department. She loves sports and is good at basketball,
swimming and gymnastics. She graduated from St. John's University, and married Wang Zhibo in 1947. She relocated to Hong Kong
together with Wang Zhibo in 1950 and entered the Great Wall Film Company, starred in "Happy Friends" and "New Yuguang Song"
and became a star. She was as famous as You Min and Shangguan Tsinghua. Weng Mulan learned painting from Gao Yihong, a close
friend of her husband Wang Zhibo. She had elegant brushwork. Most of her works are inscribed by Wang Zhibo. They were a well-
known loving couple in the film industry and has no scandals. Wang Zhibo was handsome and talented. He has a wide range of friends,
and he is connected in the film industry, calligraphy and painting circles, business circles, and political circles. This exhibition not

only exhibits more than 50 calligraphy and painting works by the three members of the Wang family, but also more than 20 works by

the Wang family's teachers and friends. The "Long Pine Picture" presented by Jiang Jingguo is a rare piece, and there are Shen Yinmo,
Chang Dai-chien, Wu Zishen, Yao Yuqin, Ye Gongchao, Liang Hancao, Zhao Shao'ang, Wang Shangyi, Gao Yihong, Fu Xuanfu, Tao
Shoubo, Wu Ping, Zhang Guyian, Zhu Nianci, Works by Xu Wenjing, Liu Yantao, Hu Heng, Chen Dancheng, Shao Youxuan, Lin
Zhongxing, Shan Xiaotian, Jiang Zhaoshen, Rao Zongyi, Lin Qianshi, Zhou Shixin, etc. The Wangs carefully cultivated their beloved
daughter. When Diana was eight years old, they invited Zhou Shixin to teach her to paint. When Diana was nine years old, she and her
mother jointly held an art exhibition. At the age of ten, Diana studied flowers and birds with Zhao Shao'ang and Ding Yanyong. Many
of her paintings have inscriptions and postscripts of her father. After the sudden death of Wang Zhibo Yingnian in 1964, in 1965,
Weng Mulan asked the Shangguan Tsinghua to introduce Diana to Chang Dai-chien as her teacher. At that time, Weng and Diana were
in Hong Kong, while Chang Dai-chien and Shangguan Tsinghua were in New York. Shangguan Tsinghua was pregnant and kowtowed
to Chang Dai-chien on behalf of Diana. The witnesses were Shangguan Tsinghua's husband Wu Jiatang and Chang Dai-chien’s close
friend Wang Jiyuan. Diana went to Brazil in early 1966 to enter the Bade Yuan. She devoted herself to studying painting with Chang
Dai-chien for three years, and became one of the the four last disciples of Dafengtang with Sun Jiaqin, Zhang Shizheng, and Shen
Jie. Later, she married Zhang Shizheng. In 1971, under the arrangement of her father's close friend Gao Yihong, Diana held a solo
exhibition at the Taipei Provincial Museum, and her mentor Chang Dai-chien attended the opening. The exhibited works were sold
out, and Diana gave all the proceeds to her grandmother Weng Huizhen who lived alone in Taipei. Zhang Shizheng was the son of
Zhang Chiliang, a friend of Chang Dai-chien. His original name was Zhang Yaozu. After he entered Dafengtang, he changed his name
to Zhang Qian (Shizheng) under the order of his mentor Chang Dai-chien. Zhang Shizheng and Diana lived together in Bade Yuan for
four years and fell in love. After leaving Bade Yuan in 1969, they got engaged to New York. After their marriage, they moved to San
Francisco in 1972, hoping to spread their artistic wings. Unfortunately, Zhang Shizheng suffered from brain disease and passed away
in 1975. His posthumous works were collected by Diana after more than 40 years of dust, including "Qinglian Studio" inscribed by

Chang Dai-chien, figure paintings and near 20 works, which were also exhibited and published for the first time.

Weng Huizhen was also good at painting. This exhibition also includes her paintings.

Shu Jianhua

Curator, Silicon Valley Asian Art Center
Summer 2023
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